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                                                 ICOH 2015-2018 TRIENNIUM 

REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING OF SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Please send the report of the business meeting of the Scientific Committee held during the ICOH2015 Congress in Seoul, Korea by September 15, 2015 to: 

              Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut mfingerhut@cdc.gov 
You may provide the Minutes of the Meeting as they were taken, or you may fill in the relevant sections of the form.
This form can also be used for other business meetings held during the Triennium 2015-2018.  Please send the form within a month after the business meeting.  _____________________________________________________________________
Name of Scientific Committee: TOXICOLOGY OF METALS
    Name of Chairperson ROBERTO LUCCHINI

                Name of Secretary NATALIA PAWLAS
Date of Business Meeting: JUNE 3, 2015
Location:  (Country, City, Venue) ICOH Congress in Seoul, Room 318C
______________________________________________________________________
Participants: (Please add list here)
Members: Lars Barregard, Roberto Lucchini, Gerd Sallsten, Dag Ellingsen, Gunnar Nordberg, Ben Nemery

Other participants: Hung-Yi Chuang, Natalia Pawlas, Mohsen Vigeh 
1. The meeting was opened by Lars Barregard (chair SCTM) and Roberto Lucchini (secretary SCTM) and the proposed agenda was approved. 

2. New chair and secretary. As previously announced, Lars Barregard’s term as chair ends and the SCTM suggested Roberto Lucchini as the new chair. RL will be formally appointed by ICOH from the end of this congress for a term of three years. RL will appoint a new secretary, and there are some possible candidates.
3. New members. Six new members joined SCTM in the past 3 years: Okon Akiba (Nigeria), Giuseppe De Palma (Italy), Benoit Nemery (Belgium), Florencia Harari (Ecuador), GS Swaminathan (India), and Maged Younes (Germany/Switzerland). In addition two ICOH members requested to join SCTM at this congress: Brad Racette (USA) and Natalia Pawlas (Poland). These researchers are already known by SCTM and are formally accepted. Hung-Yi Chuang (Taiwan), Okon Akiba (Nigeria), and Mohsen Vigeh (Iran/Japan) are also interested in joining SCTM.

4. Summary of achievements 2012-2015

· SCTM symposium on toxic metals at Eurotox 2012 in Stockholm, Sweden

· Co-organization of the International Symposium on Biological Monitoring (ISBM) 2013 in Manchester, UK. 

· Co- organization of the SCNP conference on Neurotoxicology 2013 in Cape Town, South Africa

· SCTM members authored major parts of the Handbook on the Toxicology of Metals, 4th edition, 2015. Editors Gunner Nordberg, Monica Nordberg, and Bruce Fowler are SCTM members.

· SCTM members had presentations also at EPICOH 2013 in Chicago, USA, at ICT 2013 in Seoul, Korea, and at ISEE 2013 in Basel, Switzerland

5. SCTM at ICOH 2015
· Toxic Metals in the Workplace and the Community - Not only Lead, Cadmium or Mercury Plenary session by Benoit Nemery

· Manganese Toxicity Across the Lifespan: Protecting the Workers to Protect Children and Elderly, Semi-plenary session by Roberto Lucchini  

· Toxic Metals: New and Old Insights on their Impact on Chronic Diseases - SCTM special session chaired by Lars Barregard and Roberto Lucchini

· Pulmonary Toxicity of Metals, a joint special session by SCTM and SC Respiratory Disorders chaired by Roberto Lucchini and Rafael de la Hoz 

· Toxicology of Metals and Occupational Exposure: Ultrafine Particles and Engineered Nanoparticles - a joint special session by SCTM and SC Nanomaterial Workers’ Health chaired by Ivo Iavicoli and Paul Shulte 

· Toxicology of Metals - a free oral session by SCTM chaired Lars Barregard and Roberto Lucchini  

· Toxicology of Metals - a free poster session by SCTM chaired by Roberto Lucchini and Lars Barregard

The meeting also congratulated Dag Ellingsen, Norway, SCTM member, for being elected in the new ICOH board.
Overall, the quality of presentations by SCTM members was quite remarkable. We heard very interesting updates on various known metals like Cd, Hg, Mn, Be, and very interesting new information on Indium, Gallium and Germanium related to their increasing use in electronic industry and new evidence of human toxicity, which is of concern and deserves further work.

6. Coming activities

SCTM activities were discussed for the following future events: 

· Congress on Rural health, September 2015 in Lodi, Italy www.overgroup.eu/ruralhealth2015/. 
· The ISTERH conference, October 2015 in Dubrovnik, Croatia http://isterh2015.com/  
· The ISBM will be probably held in Rome in March 2017. 
· A manganese international conference in New York.

It was also discussed the possibility to arrange “The 1st International conference on toxic metals”, since there are international meetings on specific metals, and the ISTERH on all elements, but no special meeting on “Toxic metals”. A suggestion was to start with a Satellite meeting of the next ICOH Congress in Dublin www.icoh2018.org. 

The new chair and secretary will follow up the above-mentioned events, and members are invited to contact RL regarding this and to propose further SCTM activities.

7. Other issues  

It was noted that the communication at poster session at ICOH 2015 could be improved by a) restricting the presence of poster authors at posters to one of the days (changing “tracks” each day) since it is not realistic that they should stay at the poster one hour every days as announced at ICOH 2015, and b) by placing coffee breaks close to poster areas. RL and Dag Ellingsen were encouraged to bring this issue up in the planning of the next ICOH congress in Dublin.

Lars Barregard and Roberto Lucchini
Discussion Points:  Please provide information on the following Discussion Points if discussed at the meeting and not presented in the minutes you have attached.
1. List scientific conferences, seminars, workshops held prior to this business meeting.  Provide title, date, location, number of attendees, co-sponsors.
2. List scientific conferences, seminars, workshops PLANNED to occur after this business meeting.  Provide title, date, location, co-sponsors.
3. List scientific products completed or underway.  Provide title, authors, type of document, intended audience, collaborators, publication vehicle.
4. Communications: List those used by the SC.  Provide URL if electronic.
5. Identify collaborations with other Scientific Committees and non-ICOH organizations.

6. Value and Impact of the SC:  Please provide your assessment of the success and impact of the SC on global occupational health.  Would you recommend actions to increase the impact? 

7. Other Key Points of Discussion:
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